
Fiona and Mark and Maria 

After a long Season that has had its fair share of excitement, with highs and 
lows, trials and tribulations for all teams it is time to draw a close on the 
season for the Ladies. I hope you all enjoyed it and will be back for more 
next year.  

Our Ladies 6ths started the season with renewed vigour determined to 
gain promotion from Division 14 where they have been travelling to 
every corner of Leinster for the last number of years.  Under the guid-
ance of Davy Stevenson and Richard Duggan and co-captained by Jean 
and Amy they made a huge improvement this year, in the end finishing 
in 6th position, which hopefully will be just enough to get them 
promoted.  So well done and to all.

Our Ladies 5ths, having gained promotion last year to Division 10 
competed admirably in their new league, with Sean Stewart and 
Avril Poff providing the management set up and with Clare-Marie captaining.  They 
started the season in fine style with goals a plenty, but unfortunately this pace proved a bit tough to keep 
up with and they fell away from contention towards the end of the season, finally finishing in a commend-
able 6th spot.  

The Ladies 4ths had a tough season this year struggling to find the back of the net and coming away on the 
wrong side of a number of very close encounters, despite playing total hockey.  However the season did 
finish on a high with 4 great performances to finish the season, unfortunately this was not quite enough to 
avoid the drop.   Thanks to Sarah Martin and Rachel Bell for all their work as captain and vice captain and for 
putting up with me yelling from the sideline.

The Ladies 3rds had a lot of new faces this year with a new coach in Geoff Walker, new captain in Louise 
Butler, and a very new team having lost a number of key players from last year.  Well done to all those that 
stepped up from lower teams you proved that you belong playing at a higher division.  Unfortunately in a 
very tight league they finished up on the wrong side of the relegation battle.  Hopefully next year you can 
regain your rightful place in Division 5.

The Ladies 2nds got off to a flying start to the season, having eventually secured promotion to Division 2 last 
year.  Unfortunately the team had difficulty following up their great performances at the start of the season 
after Christmas on loosing 3 of their key players (Aimee, Grainne and Ciara) and their challenge at the top of 
the table fell away eventually finishing 3rd from bottom.  Unfortunately they will be playing Division 3 next 
year, as 3 teams are relegated.  Thanks to Gilly, Miriam, Gareth and Lucas for their hard work.

The Ladies 1sts had a much more satisfying season this year under the guidance of Stuart, Andrew and 
Lucas.  They put in some great performances (beating Pembroke for the 1st time in the history of the club 
being one of the more memorable results).  They got to the semi finals of the Leinster cup being put out by 
the eventual winners but putting in some great performances to get there, most notably putting Loreto out 
in the 1st round.  Unfortunately injuries hampered them at key stages in the season but in a building year for 
the club it is onwards and upwards for next season.  Thanks to Siobhan and the coaching staff for their work 
and commitment throughout the year. 

We had a great night at the Club Dinner, below are the details of the prize winners.
TOP GOAL SCORER:  With numerous hat tricks to her name Brid Drohan gave a masterclass in Goal scoring 
throughout the season finishing with 16 goals.  
GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR:  The nominees- Siobhan Burke, Gill McMurray, Kate Shannon Prendergast. 
Our winner Rebecca Murtagh gave her all to the club playing at one stage or another for every single team 
on the ladies side including the U17’s, despite trying to study for her leaving at the same time.  Her commit-
ment to the club is immense, putting in match winning performances for numerous teams throughout the 
season.
Thank you to all the goalies who have been asked and never refused to play 2 games a week on numerous 
occasions to come to the rescue of the club.
MOST IMPROVED PLAYER:  The nominees – Jean Casey, Jane Jehanno, Rachel Bell, Ebby Stafford, Sarah Butler 
& Orla O’Riordan.  
Lynn Fletcher having improved in all facets of her game, made a huge jump having played Division 11 last 
year to played consistently all year for the Ladies 3rds all year and on also subbing numerous occasions for 
the Ladies 2nds in Division 2.  
YOUNG PLAYER OF THE YEAR:  The nominees – Rebecca Murtagh, Mellissa O’Leary, Ali Benn.  Special mention 
for Martha Barber-Hume and Shona Browne for their contribution to the club off the field.
This years winner of young player of the year,  Amy Stuart, is an up-and-coming player who had a great 
season for her school team, she also made a great contribution to the Ladies 3rds being a commanding 
presence for them in the centre of midfield while also captain the U17’s to victory in the Leinster U17’s 
competition.  
PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
Well done to the nominees: Susie Geoffroy, Sarah Butler, Dara Stanley, Niamh Purcell, Michele Kavanagh and 
Elaine Stewart.  
This year’s player of the year, Siobhan Burke put in match winning performances week in week out for her 
team.  She captained her team in her second year in the club, this added responsibility did not detract from 
her game but she thrived on it.  Her quality came to the fore in particular in the penalty shoot out against 
Loreto where she led her team with some outstanding saves to a historic 2nd win against the local rivals. Her 
talent didn’t go unnoticed in Leinster circles, where she got her 1st Cap in the Senior Interprovincials playing 
a key part in Leinster’s challenge.

Congratulations again to our award winners.

Award Winners:
Top Goal Scorer:   Brid Drohan
Goalie of the Year:   Rebecca Murtagh
Most Improved Player:  Lynn Fletcher
Young Player of the Year:  Amy Stewart
Player of the Year:   Siobhan Burke

As planning for next season starts now, I would be grateful to get any suggestions or feedback on any area 
of the club, so please get in touch, particularly, if you are interested in getting involved.  Throughout the 
summer we will be running a series of fundraising events so please support and come out and help where 
you can.
Hope you all have a great summer!

Ladies Club Captain Report

I am not going to lie to you; it has been a tough year for all the 
teams in their respective league and cup campaigns. Many of 
the teams were knocked out of the cup runs at early stages and 
most of our Junior teams finished mid table for the year. Paul 
Blake Knox, Mark MacMahon, David Harkin, Neil Townsend 
and Conor Miles are to be congratulated and thanked for the 
huge effort they put into leading their teams this year.
In division 7, the Men’s 5ths team finished in 6th position 
having completed all their games for the season. There are 
a couple of outstanding results for other teams but this 
won’t affect our final position.  Paul has doing a great job 
as usual and kept the team running brilliantly. This team 
is very important for our club and is a crucial stepping 
stone for the u16 boys. With experienced players, 
mentoring the younger players in their first senior 
men’s games, it is imperative that the work Paul 
started continues for the future generations to come. 

DIV 5 - The Men’s 4ths team, finished in 9th position with all league games completed. This was an 
extremely tough league this season with two teams running away with the spoils this year. I have continually 
said that this league is somewhat unfair and hopefully the branch will restructure the league to provide an 
even and level playing field for all next year.  

DIV 4 - The men’s 3rds team finished in 10th position – Another seriously tough league for the 3s with Neil 
and Conor doing a fantastic job to ensure they got a team out every week to play against some tough 
opponents. 

DIV 3 - The Men’s 2nds team, the rhythm and blues, finished 3rd. A long break in January and February 
didn’t help the team’s momentum and the closing stages of the league showed the lack of match practice 
had an effect on their final results. The 2s welcomed back Adrian Missen from the US and had to say good 
bye to our Aussie centre back, Lewis Mike. Many of our junior club members made a significant impact on 
the team and going forward, this team will be in an excellent position next year to compete. Thanks to Tony, 
Willy and CC for their work during the year.

DIV 1 – the Men’s 1sts team this year have gone from strength to strength under the leadership of Peter 
Darley and Andrew Cronje. They finished 2nd in the league, 1 point behind the eventual winners Pembroke. 
The league was decided on the final day of the season and the guys narrowly missed out on lifting the 
league trophy for the 1st time in the club’s history. However, the guys had a superb run in the Irish Hockey 
League. They qualified for next year’s IHL and qualified for the semi-final weekend on the 15th and 16th May 
2010. This is a huge boost for the men’s section and our club. The fine work done by all the management 
team brings focus on the great hockey the lads are playing and our club will be on display over this great 
hockey festival weekend.

Congratulations to all our young players who have excelled in their hockey careers. Brian Doherty and David 
Carson training with the Irish A panel. Brian captaining the u21 Leinster team to victory recently being 
supported by Ross Murray and David Carson. Chris Pelow making the Senior Interpro squad. Robbie Burke 
continuing his run on Irish panels, playing for the u18s. Jordan Sutton made the Irish u16 squad and many of 
the u16 boys made the Leinster u16 squad. They just firm up exactly what the club’s Men’s Section is doing 
each week as the season comes to a close – performing and working hard for each other, going out to win 
on a weekly basis and most importantly, having fun while doing so.

I would like to thank the IHL committee for their fantastic work during the season. Billy O’ Riordan, Denis, 
Sean, Robbie, Macker and Stuart Malcolm created a fantastic atmosphere for the teams and supporters on 
both days and we look forward to the same next year.

Davy Duggan did a bang up job as match secretary. The work David does for the men’s section is to be 
commended and if you see him around, please ensure you thank him for the job he does for our club.
For anyone else I have to thank, you know who you are and I can’t write all your names down in what is now 
my final club captains report. I have had a great two years as club captain. I have had many challenges and 
many disappointments and have learned greatly from my successes and failures. This section needs new 
leadership and new direction and someone is out there that can lead this section in ways I could not. 

Award Winners:
Top Goal Scorer:   Brian Doherty
Men 1st Top Goal Scorer Brian Doherty
Goalie of the Year:   David Harkin
Most Improved Player:  Conor Moyter
Young Player of the Year:  Andrew Malcolm
Player of the Year:   Andrew Cronje

Mens Club Captain Report

Well done to the Men 1st on securing a place in the IHL playoffs having beaten Istonians 4 v 2 on May 1st.  
This is a fantastic achievement for the team and their management in their first year in the IHL and is the 
result of a lot of hard work and dedication on the part of all the players.

The finals take places over the weekend of 15/16th of May in Grange Road. 
Please get out and support your club.

      Remember:    Wear Red!

Corinthian Hockey Club Newsletter

May 2010
Irish Hockey League

finals weekend

Use of pitch during the
summer months:

All enquiries about pitch
usage need to go through

Suzanne Metchette-Pelow. 

AGM 2010
CHC AGM will take place in

the clubhouse on Thursday May 27th
at 7.30pm.  We ask as many members

as possible to attend. This is your
chance to have your say.

                Sunday 23rd May
Corinthians Family Car Treasure Hunt
Venue:   Start & Finish Columba’s College
Time:   Start times from 12 till 2
Cost:   €40 per car (max 4 per team)
Extras:   BBQ, Music, Games & Facepainting
   after treasure hunt

Contact:   Siobhan Burke  087 926 9266
   Amy Holmes 086 890 7144
   Jenny Lennon 087 984 8465
   Fiona Purcell 086 818 8892

Girls Under 17’s

The u17s had another emphatically successful season in 2009-2010 by winning the u17s cup for the second 
consecutive season. It seems that nothing can stop them in their tracks!

Coached by Sarah Walker and with the help of Dingka Fair the u17s Ladies Squad saw off some tough 
competition at the beginning of the season against Loreto and Pembroke, finally reaching the final.

The final took place on a beautiful sunny Sunday 14th March in CHC’s Whitechurch grounds against a strong 
Clontarf side. It was an interesting affair with the Reds taking the lead within the first minute through a 
perfect 3 on 2 play down the right hand side of the pitch and they didn’t look back after that. CHC took a 2 
nil lead not long after and dominated for most of the match. There were some segments of fantastic end to 
end play where Clontarf snatched a goal back before CHC added another 2 goals to their tally. All in all a 
very exciting match with some exceptional hockey played by both sides, ended in the Reds victory of 4-2.
 
The players on the squad for the final were as follows:
Rebecca Murtagh (CHC Goalkeeper of the Year), Debbie Fair, Amy Stewart (Captain and CHC Young Player of 
the Year), Melissa Roe-O’Leary, Ruth Harrison, Afric Tracy, Jennifer Long, Sarah Dalton, Aisling Naughton, 
Nicola Lynch, Rebecca Dalby, Kate Sexton, Louise Walsh, Shannon, and Evie McCullagh.

Outstanding performances all round and a great team spirit helped to seal the victory for the girls who 
deserved everything they achieved and are a very promising set of new talent for the future of Corinthian 
Hockey Club.

Well done girls!!

Junior Club Report

Adrienne Wynne and her son Ryan Wynne present
the Wynne Cup to winning captain,  Amy Stewart.

Girls doing their pre-match warm up

Under 16’s 
Cup final on St Patrick’s Day

Girls Under 14’s

The U14 girls had 3 teams this year. Each having a great 
start to the season, not losing one match, drawing a few and winning 

the rest. Some tough matches against Hermes, Pembroke, Three Rock and Botanic, 
but we came out on top. Our amazing goalie, Alannah Carragher, ended up playing for all 3 teams 

pulling off some amazing saves. Training was on Friday nights, it was fun yet serious. In the end all our hard 
work paid off, with our A team winning their league by beating Mount Anville in the final 1-0, with a close 

but very exciting match. And our B team also winning their league by beating Avoca 4-0 in the final. We 
finished the season off with a trip to Lisnagarvy, which I am sure everyone enjoyed, and a tournament 

amongst ourselves. On behalf of the U14’s I would like to thank Holly, Brian, Tom, Michelle and Fionnuala for 
all their hard work, organising and coaching this year.

Ailish Long

Table quiz

First Saturday of February brought the Annual Table quiz to the dropping well with numbers slightly lower 
than last year, shame on those who didn’t rise to the challenge and gather up some brains for the night. With 
the some teams arriving once the quiz was completed we wonder did brushing up on some general knowl-
edge take more time than estimated and turn out to be more of a challenge than making it there for the 
questions !!!

With Mark Magnier at the helm all 75 participants worked through an eclectic mix of questions... friendly 
banter amongst tables and thankfully food was served before “iphone gate’ hit fever pitch! With the result 
coming down to the final rounds the title was taken by our Ladies Club Captains table winning gift vouchers 
for the dropping well. No surprise the night continued long after the questions finished which most teams 
retiring to the bar!

Well done to Michelle, Orla, Mark and all involved in organising  a great night and adding some much 
needed coffers to the club funds…. And thanks to all those who donated prizes for the raffle.

For those who missed it, time to get the heads buried in the books for next seasons!

Dinner Dance

Teddy Roosevelt once said… “You must do the thing you think you cannot do”  and in many cases party 
harder than we partied last year at the dinner dance was the challenge we all unknowingly accepted. 

An air of glamour, red carpets and cocktails no less started the 75th year of Corinthian Hockey Club Dinner 
Dance with Iain White on hand to capture the “pre dance floor” glamour and portray a civilised and elegant 
evening… well at that stage anyway! In a post dinner twist an impromptu game of ‘Heads & Tails’ brought all 
140 guests to their feet, or should we call it ‘Sean’s Pose v Sinead’s Posterier’ thanks to a little of Sarah Walkers 
“make-and-do”, good thing she works for Sean and not Sinead or she could be on the dole queue at this 
stage!. This livened the troops in time for the speeches and formalities of the night including the cutting of 
the 75th Birthday Cake! Awards and nominations distributed it was time to party, some realising that sitting 
down for so long left them wobbly on their feet when went to relocate from the table to the bar or dance 
floor. 

Needless to say the dance floor was the popular choice for many,  fitness session reaching their ultimate 
goal~ DANCING and hundreds of squats proved to have paid off judging by the speed most hit the floor in 
time for the annual dinner dance “rock the boat” experIence! Maybe something we can consider building 
into pre season schedules. 

Shoes and inhibitions a distant memory, looks exchanged across the dance floor would later be acted on at 
the “after party” in the barge. Not before last orders were called and the club birthday cake was cut in 
attempt to provide some soakage and prevent the late night stop off in the kebab shop…. It would interest 
me to know how many handbags were opened on Sunday morning to discover crumbs of an unknown 
origin. A certain more mature male club member would not have had this issue, as he refused to eat cake 
unless it was delivered by a certain member of the ladies club. Little did she know her eyes were “harking” 
elsewhere

The usual matching cups to winners event ensued before those not ready to see the night end headed to 
the barge for further celebration. The lights of the function room “outing” some new combinations, or should 
I say leaving some pink faced matches.  But the ladies thirds played their “A” game in the barge.

With pictures quick to surface on Sunday morning, evidence of the cracking job the Michelle did was 
evident all over facebook, others finding personalised keyrings with mobile evidence of the 75 Year celebra-
tions.  No doubt sore heads were spread across the city except for those who couldn’t make the night, all of 
whom were missed in their own ways!

Well done to Michelle and Orla on organising such a good night! For those considering post season retire-
ment remember …..
 “We do not stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because we stop playing!”

Photos courtesy of Iain White

Social Report

Ladies 1st  with their coach Stuart Walker and
our club president Sean Murtagh

CHC event planner, Michelle Harvey and
her lovely assistant, Orla O’Riordan.

Coach Geoff Walker and the Ladies 3’s.

Men’s shot drinking champions!

The Ladies 6’s with coaches Richard
Duggan and Davy Stephenson. 

Brid Drohan, Ladies Goal
Scorer of the Year.

We wish Brid and Bacchus all the
best as they head off to New Zealand.  

You will be missed around Whitechurch Park.
 We hope to see you back again soon.

Murder on the dance floor

Dear Friends

Welcome to our last newsletter of the current season. Fiona and Mark will be reporting 
further on about how the various teams have done, so my job is to shine a little bit of light 
on the people behind the scenes, the unsung heroes who keep the CHC machine running.

First and foremost, there are my colleagues on the Executive Committee. I’d like to say a 
big thank-you to our two club captains, Fiona Purcell and Mark Magnier, our Honorary 
Secretary Sinead Mitchell (who incidentally was the very deserving recipient of the CHC 
Club Person of the Year award), Jenny Lennon our Honorary Treasurer, Geoff Conn our 
Grounds Chairperson, Maria Wilson Brown who heads up our junior section and last but 
by no means least, Michelle Harvey, our Social Chairperson. Their support over the past 
season and contribution to CHC has been invaluable. Sinead, Mark and Geoff are stepping 
down from their roles at the end of the season. I wish them a happy “retirement”, but I 
know that they are the type of people who will pitch in and lend a hand at a moment’s 
notice. 

I would also like to thank and acknowledge the efforts of our Match Secretaries – David 
Duggan and Hannah Donnelly. Suzanne Metchette-Pelow continues to oversee pitch 
bookings and I’d like to thank her for an outstanding job in these difficult times.

But there are many others who play important parts: the team managers, the coaches, the 
captains, the people who just turn up and help out with whatever needs doing. Everyone 
makes a difference and it’s that difference that marks CHC out from the crowd.

A special word of thanks goes to Daphne Barrow for providing excellent refreshments to 
the cold, wet and weary supporters and players every Saturday. It really is great to be able 
to offer both home and away supporters a little bit of sustenance.

To all the volunteers who help out with the junior section week in week out, your efforts 
are very much appreciated. The standard of coaching in the junior section is the envy of 
virtually every other club in the country, and it shows with the fantastic array of talented 
young hockey players coming up through the ranks. Even more heartening is to see these 
young players, as they graduate to the senior ranks, in turn offering coaching to the 
younger players. 

Unfortunately fund raising is a vital part of club life, but we are lucky to have dedicated 
people like Steven Williams and Robbie Byrnes who run the monthly club draw. At the risk 
of sounding like a broken record, if every club member had a ticket, and sold one to a 
friend, then that would cover our fundraising requirement for every season. So if you are 
one of the 100 or more members who don’t yet have a ticket, it’s only a tenner a month, 
you can download the form from our website.

Staying with fundraising, the juniors have done their bit, with Maria organising a very 
successful Hockathon. We are looking forward to the Ladies section running their car 
treasure hunt on May 23rd, and we can’t wait to hear what the men’s section are working 
on. For my own part, I’m planning on doing a bit of a sponsored swim on May 29th. I’m 
going to swim from Seapoint in Monkstown to Dun Laoghaire’s West Pier, and back. If you 
would like to sponsor me, just email smurtagh@ppiltd.com with your pledge amount or 
you can text your name and amount to 087 257 5688.

A final word of thanks go to all those who helped out with organising our first ever home 
IHL games. Liam Doherty and Billy O’Riordan did sterling work in organising sponsors, 
while Hazel Doherty worked her magic with compiling the brochure. Denis Howard, 
Robbie Byrnes, Stewart Malcolm and a team of workers put in a massive effort to present 
the pitch and grounds in pristine condition. It was a proud day for CHC. Many thanks to all 
of you. 

And so as the season draws to a close, I wish you all a great summer and I look forward to 
seeing you all back again next season.

Sean

President’s Report

Boys Under 16’s

Well done for the U16’s on getting 
to the final of the Leinster cup. 
Unfortunately the boys were beaten in the final but 
they put on a fantastic display for all the supported.  Well done 
to coach Brian Doherty and his assistant Sean Stewart.


